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CaritoL City CHAPTER

THE PICKLED
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Hey Cap City Members:

Hope everyone has had a
happy holiday season. I'haven’t
written anything since before the
picnic. So here are a few new things
that have been going on in my busy
world.

Went on a family vacation
to Minnesota to see the Red Sox lose
to the Twins, but along the way we
made a few stops. With a three year
old, we made a lot of stops not all
planned! Stopped in Cleveland and
got to visit the Fathead Brew Pub. It
was a very cool restaurant/pub, and
the food was delicious. They did not
have their award winning IPA on tap
(What the heck!), so I just had the

sampler. Definitely a place to visit

with the family. I bought a few t-
shirts (they had my size!), since they
only had growlers and this was day

one of our trip.

In Wisconsin, we stumbled
upon the Ale Asylum Brewery.
[Editor’s Note: Your editor and Larry

Moter have also stumbled upon this estab-
lishment...and then stumbled out of it....]
The beers rocked my world, but the
food and atmosphere was not real kid
friendly. Ibought two cases of beer,
and snagged a few coasters. On the
way home from the bar, I stopped at a
liquor store and started buying
beer. By the time I left Wiscon-
sin, I had 7 cases of beer! (We
rented a minivan, so space was
not an issue.) In Minnesota, we
stayed at a campus hotel for the
University of Minnesota. No
one mentioned (Google maps)
- that they were tearing up most
| of the main roads for laying rails
- for trolleys. So we did not ven-
| ture to any brew pubs, but I did
~ hit a nice college bar and had 3
| or 4 new micros. Of course, the
| list from the bar is down in the
basement and [ am too fat & lazy
to go get it. On the way home,
~ we hit Chicago where I picked
up two more cases of beer. The
| total for the trip was 2 brew
| pubs and nine cases of beer.
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There were over 30 different beers
(mostly IPAs and Bocks), which have
been shared with friends, chapter
members and family all year long. 1
am now down to a little over 4
cases. I will bring a few things to
Robert’s and will bring a few bocks
for the Merry Bockster meeting at
Blue Gray.

I love Christmas when I re-
ceive cans! Like most wives, Debbie
is a little intimidated to buy cans for
my collection. But she made it hap-
pen, and she knows I like them a lot
more than some damn electronic
thing that I would set on a shelf in the
garage (Hello, automatic car
starter)l My wife bought me two
crowntainers with the assistance of
Chris Eib. The first can was an Iro-
quis Beer, USBC 195-29, which was a
major upgrade for me. The down-
grade will be at the B/G for _
trade. The second can was a Fort
Pitt Beer, USBC 194-9, which I al-
ready had in mint condition. Yes, I
do have a mint can or two! So I went
down to the collection to check to see

Ale Asylum

Speaking of meetings, our
chapter meeting is at Robert’s house
on Jan 21. We will be working out
the details of the B/ G with the other
chapters, and whatever else Ray
thinks of. Some one told me the Ray
is now a BCCA Board member,
which means we now have three
chapter members that are BCCA big
wigs (Jim, Robert, and Ray). I guess
that is a good thing, but damn, I bet I
am the only chapter president with
so many BCCA board members and
officers. And they wonder why I am
quiet at chapter meetings!!

See ya soon.
Tien
which can was in better condi-
tion. The USBC only has one ver-
sion in the book, so I did not worry
about any variations. But to my sur-
prise, on the side panel under the
IRTP was the brewery address! This
is maybe a small variation for some
collectors, but for crowntainer col-
lectors, we live for them! Now,
here is something interesting. Fort
Pitt is brewed in Pittsburgh, PA, but
this address reads “New York Ad-
dress/ Fort Pitt Brewing Co/65 Au-
burn Avenue/ Buffalo New York”.
The / annotates a new line on the
can. So not just a major upgrade,
but a new can for the collection that
is not in USBC.

Went to the Richbrau day
show, and had a damn good time! 1
came home with about two cases of
cans. I forgot my book, so I was
flying and buying blind. Idid pretty
good; if I did have the can, it was an
upgrade. I think I only blew it on 3
or 4 cans, so not too bad. Our chap-
ter really needs to try to find a loca-
tion for a day show, but I guess we
can work that out at a meeting.




PAGE 4

CaritoL City CHAPTER

EDITOR’S CORNER

Hello all, and wel-
come to the latest edition of
Capitol City News. It has been
entirely too long since our last
issue and for that I apologize.
I'd like to keep this on a quar-
terly basis, but it looks like we
missed the entire fourth quar-
ter. Sometimes work and life
just get in the way. Of course,
I had no material to run until
just recently, so (hint, hint)
your contributions are always
welcome.

In this issue, we have
an article by our world trav-
eler Robert Fondren, who
keeps coming up with new
answers to the old question,
“how for would you go for a
beer?” Our “Pickled Presi-
dent” sends his regular column
plus pics of his sum-
mer travels. And,
our usual photo sup-
plier, Webmaster
Mark Benbow, sup-
plied the shots taken §58
at our last Cap City -
picnic. So, this
should be a good
issue, and I hope you
enjoy it.

It was a very
busy second half of
2011 in the hobby.
Since our last issue,
Robert, Larry
Moter, Ray Johnson
and I 'had a road trip
to the NABA Con-
vention in Michigan,
and took in over 40
breweries and brew-

BY JIM WOLF

pubs in the process. Our stop at
Willoughby in the Cleveland area
is documented on the cover.
Shortly afterward in August was
another successful Captiol City
Chapter Picnic at Fort Hunt. The
trek to the BCCA Canvention in
Covington KY was made by sev-
eral chapter members. At the Can- }
vention, Chapter Member Robert
Fondren assumed the Vice Presi-
dency of the BCCA and Ray John-
son joined the BCCA Board.

Alfter the Canvention, we

had a busy fall. There have been
two trips to Saint Louis for BCCA e

Board meetings, trips to the Larry

Handy Show in Macungie PA, a road
trip to North Carolina for the Atlan-
tic Chapter show, and our neighbor-
ing Richbrau Chapter’s November
show. So, there has been a lot of

activity. We should have an equally busy
2012, so hope to have lots to fill the pages
of future Cap City newsletters.

!

2011 Capitol City Chapier Picnic
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ANSWER TO OUR LAST “NAME THAT BREWERY”

Again, from atop the
Pennsylvania mountains, the Sage
of Shenandoah, Jody Farra, came
up with the proper answer. Al-
though this Cincinnati brewery
had several Pre-Prohibition
names, which Jody also quoted,
we know it best as the Burger
Brewing Company.

I took this photo in the
early 1980’s. My little light blue
1978 Mercury Bobcat station
wagon is visible at the far right. ...
Yes...I'll admit to owning a Mer-
cury Bobcat....

There is now less of the
old structure there. We went by
the site during the Canvention
brewery tour, and part of the site
is now a vacant lot. The office
building is still standing, but that's
about it.

Burger was a post-
prohibition operation. Organized
in 1934, it leased the former
Windich & Mulhauser Lion Brew-
ery. Burger would eventually buy
the building in the 1940’s. With a
large capacity, they soon became a
major player in the Cincinnati
market, and expanded their mar-
ket as far west as Missouri and
into the South.

Burger's Cincinnati plant
had an annual capacity of 1.5 mil-
lion barrels. In the 1950’s, Burger
further expanded by acquiring the
Burkhardt Brewery in Akron.
This increased their capacity by
another 300,000 barrels and al-
lowed Burger to expand their
market into Burkhardt’s market-
ing territory in northern Ohio,

Michigan and in neighboring
states to the east.

Burger had experi-
enced three decades of sus-
tained sales in its target mar-
kets, However, going into the
1960’s, Burger faced a slow- |
down in business due to in-
tense competition . Sales be-
gan to decline, and the expan-
sion into Akron had not
worked as well as expected.

In January 1964 Burger an-
nounced that the Akron plant
would be closed. As a further §
cost-savings measure, they
dropped their radio sponsor-
ship of the Cincinnati Reds

the following year.

In 1968, management insti-
tuted another cost-saving measure,
switching to artesian well water
which they could tap from a well
under the brewery. They launched
a huge advertising campaign,
“Brewed with pure artesian spring
water.” (Check your Burger tabs
from that era) The new water,
however, failed to save much
money, and, even worse, changed
the beer’s flavor, it is said for the
worse. Customers abandoned the
brand in droves. In 1970 Burger
took its common stock off of the
market. The company had also di-
versified into the soft drink busi-
ness, which was successful. With
brewing operations in trouble, the
plant was closed on March 16
1973, when their labor contract
expired. Nearby Hudepohl Brewing
Company bought the Burger
brands, but not the brewing facility.

During it’s history, Burger filled many
interesting cans. The odd yellow “Can-
O-Draft”, developed by Heekin, is cer-
tainly one of the rarest. A large variety of
cones and flats were produced, and

many tab variations, including two sel-
dom seen 14 ounce tabs.

[ R o o e o o A

The Burger Brand, well, it still lives on.
Alfter the demise of Hudepohl-
Schoenling, the canned product is made
under license in LaCrosse.

Jim







