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CapitoL City CHAPTER

THE PICKLED PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope everyone had a
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. [ know I'hada good
Christmas since I actually got a
beer can under the tree! Never in
my 30 years of can collecting has a
family member gotten me a beer
can for Christmas. [ have gotten a
lot of beer related stuff, but not an
actual can. I will put the Zest
Beer flat proudly on my shelf.
(Thanks, Debbie! Sheisa
keeper.)

Speaking of shelves, my
collection should be moved to a
new location by the time we get to

the Blue & Gray. Wrapping and
boxing my collection has been a
pain in the ass! Over 35 apple
boxes (holds 50-60 cans) of flats,
crowntainers, and cones that need
careful transportation. (Careful

transportation? Clark only has a
bunch of rust, just put them in trash
bags!) Not to mention the 100 cases
of tabs, foreign and doubles that will
need to be moved.

But the prospect of moving
more cans did not keep me from
attending the Richbrau Chapter day
show back in November. For a one
day show, Chris Eib has a damn good
turn out and it is a great little show.
At this show, there is a little bit of
everything: mint cans, rust, breweri-
ana, more rust, cold beverages, nice
raffle cans, and Slim Whitman! [
came home with 3 cases of cans, so I
had a good day! Funny, how pro-
ductive I can be when sober!

Speaking of being sober (or
lack of), it is time for the Blue &
Gray. The best damn beer can show
on the East Coast. But before we

flock to Fredericksburg in February,
we need to get our butts down to
Robert Fondren’s house for our Janu-
ary 23 chapter meeting. This is the
meeting where Capital City,
Richbrau, Rusty Bunch, and NABA
discuss chapter assignments. We will
be finalizing the chapter tee-shirts,
discussing show events, chapter as-
signments status and whatever else
Ray wants to talk about. It’s the 75%
anniversary of the beer can, so it will
be a little more crowded this year.
Capital City members have been as-
sisting with this show since the begin-
ning, so please come on down to
Robert’s to see how you can make
this show even better. Or just show
up to drink one of the delicious alco-
holic beverages (in moderation).

Tim

Hi all, and welcome to
our December/ January and Pre-
Blue Gray edition. It may well be
into early January when this issue
gets into your hands, so this issue
will span the new year.

I had intended to include
some holiday content, but the tim-
ing was not in my favor...so [ have
some material ready for next year.

And as to content, John
Fisher, who [ am designating as
our unofficial “feature writer” has
provided several articles and has
compiled some regional brew
news. The Name that Brewery

photo comes courtesy of our web-
master Mark Benbow. Ray John-
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son provided some links to beer
events; you will find that informa-
tion on page 6. And, between Mark
Benbow and John Vetter, we have
Name that Brewery photos for all of
2010! So, to this issue’s contribu-
tors, a hearty THANKS/

Newsletter: As we reported in the
previous edition, with postage and
printing costs rising, we have made
the decision to go “electronic” start-
ing with the next issue in 2010. We
will send the newsletter as an e-mail
attachment. This will allow us to use
more color, and we will have no
limitations on the number of pages.
If you do not have an e-mail address,
you may opt to receive a paper copy.
2010 dues now reflect this change:

Electronic newsletter, $5 dues. Pa-
per newsletter, $§8 dues. Our web-
master will not post the current
newsletter on the chapter website
until the next issue is mailed /e-
mailed. So, please, if you have
an updated e-mail address,
please contact me at jwolf
(@goeaston.net.

As always, we're always
looking for material. Snap some pic-
tures at the Blue Gray or other
shows. Hit a new brewpub in your
travels, let us know. Had a good
find, write it up and take a photo.
This is your newsletter...I'm only
the humble editor....

Jim
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THE LAKE CHAMPLAIN BEER TRAIL  BY JOHN FISHER

A few years ago at the Blue and
Gray, Tina was watching a show about
Lake Champlain on the Travel Channel.
She decided that we should vacation
there, sometime.

Sometime was 2009, so [
planned to visit a few brewpubs and
breweries as we roamed New York and
Vermont.

Our first night was in Glens
Falls, first we went to the Cooper’s
Cave Ale Company (CCAC). This is an
interesting operation because they have
a taproom/ gift shop, ice cream stand
and a newly opened brewpub. They not

only sell beer, but soda as well.

After checking into our hotel,
we walked to the Davidson Bros. Brew-
pub. They make great beer and they
contract with Shipyard in Maine for
bottling two of their products.

The next day after checking
out Glens Falls, we started north to
Lake George and ate lunch at the Adi-

rondack Brewpub. This was my second
visit and the beers were very good.

The next two nights were going
to be in Lake Placid which is 2000 feet
above sea level.

As we left the Lake Champlain
region it was all uphill. The temperature
dropped like a rock and then it started
snowing, yes, snowing on May 31, 2009.

Lake Placid has 2 brewpubs:
Lake Placid and Great Adirondack and
they are complete opposites are far as
food prices are concerned. Both brew-
pubs have outstanding brews, however if
you want a salad at Great Adirondack, it
cost $25.00 so you can imagine the other
prices. The beer sampler in Great Adi-
rondack was $12.00.

Our next stop was Plattsburgh,
NY where we found the Lake Placid
Brewing Co. which is affiliated with the
brewpub in Lake Placid. 1 bought a six
pack of their IPA.

Onto Vermont, the next day
we drove through the beautiful Chaplain
Islands to Burlington. During our 2
nights here, we ate at the Vermont
Brewpub and the American Flatbread/
Burlington Hearth, we stopped at Magic
Hat which has an awesome gift shop and
at the new Switchback Brewing Co.
which makes one wheat beer. We made
a visit to the Three Needs taproom
where they give you free samples of
their brews, however most customers

were drinking the guest beers.

We made a short trip to
Waterbury because I wanted to see the
Green Mountain Coffee facility and gift
shop and then we ate a late lunch at the
Alchemist Brewpub.

On the way home, we went
out of the way to visit the Otter Creek
Brewery in Middlebury. It was a long
way home, but well worth it as we vis-
ited 13 brewing establishments, 11 of
which were new visits,

BREWERY NOTES BY JOHN FISHER

Long Trail Brewing purchased
fellow Vermont brewer Otter Creek
for more capacity.

The former West Virginia
Brewing Co. in Morgantown, WV has
reopened under the name Morgantown
Brewing Co.

Otto’s in State College, PA is
moving just up the street to an aban-
doned Quaker Steak and Lube building
that will have more room inside and
much more parking outside,

Former owner and brewer
Tom Pastorius leads a group that has
purchased back the Pennsylvania Brew-
ing Co. in Pittsburgh. Pastorius’ group
also wants to purchase the property
from its current owners. The Penn
brewery is located in the former E&O

brewing complex on Pittsburgh’s
north side. The Penn brewpub will
reopen in 2010,

The brewers and owners of
Rivertowne Pourhouse in Monroeville,
PA and North Country in Slippery
Rock, PA formed a joint effort to open
a production brewery in North Ver-
sailles which is southeast of Pittsburgh.

One Guy Brewing in Ber-
wick, PA is changing its name to the
Berwick Brewing Company. This re-
flects a new co-owner and 2 additional
employees. They now have an annex
for entertainment and an outside picnic
for the spring and summer on the Sus-
quehanna River.

The new Shawnee Craft
Brewing is located in a former skating

rink which is adjacent to the golf
course at Shawnee on the Delaware in
Pennsylvania. When Tina and I
stopped by, the brews were served at
the Sam Snead Tavern (1 of only 13
Sam Snead Taverns in the U.S.) on
River Road. The bartender told me
that they were remaving the AB, Co-
ors, Miller products and serving only
Shawnee Craft products. The Sam
Snead Tavern is now called the Gem
and Keystone Restaurant. It is only 2
miles north I-80 at the last exit before
entering New Jersey.

Another Eastern PA tradition
is ending as The Lion Brewery has dis-
continued the filling of 160z returnable
bottles. Word is the Lion may install a
new canning line to replace the 160z

bottling line. Continued on page 5
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END OF AN ERA —THE PITTSBURGH AUCTION

IRON CITY AUCTION CALLS TO FOREFRONT BEER’S

HISTORY AS PITTSBURGH INSTITUTION
FROM THE TRIBUNEREVIEW 10/25/09

When George Prilla and some friends
went fishing at the North Carolina
coast more than three decades ago,
they packed Iron City beer before leav-
ing Pittsburgh.

"We had people — adults, not kids —
following us all over the place, onto
fishing piers, begging for the Iron City
beer cans. They would hang out and
wait for the cans until we finished
drinking it," Prilla said.

Until then, Prilla, 67, a native South
Sider who drank Iron City for much of
his life, never really thought of the

beer as a novelty,

"Iron City is Pittsburgh. I learned that
on that trip," said Prilla, one of hun-
dreds of people who attended an auc-
tion of Iron City beer and sports
memorabilia at the Lawrenceville
brewery where Iron City and dozens of
other brands had been brewed since

the year the Civil War started.

The company moved brewing opera-
tions to Latrobe in August.

The 320 lots on the auction block in-
cluded everything from old and exotic
beer cans to dozens of novelty beer
taps. The auction company, Schneider
Industries of St. Louis, would not dis-
close yesterday how much the auction
had raised. On Friday, the company
auctioned much of the brewery's
equiptent,

One novelty tap in the shape of a base-
ball bat used during the 1994 baseball
All-Star Game at now-gone Three Riv-
ers Stadium fetched $550.

If the items on sale are not exactly the
crown jewels, they are nothing to scoff
at, said Gary McClimans of Franklin,
Venango County, who traveled to Sat-

urday's auction.

McClimans has been collecting beer cans
since his college days at Slippery Rock
University in the early 1970s. He has
1,000 pre-1965 cans.

"An original Iron City can from 1935 in
mint condition would now be worth

about $5,000," he said.

Some attending yesterday'’s auction said
many items were overpriced.

But others, such as Jim Passananpe, 55,

of Overbrook were delighted with what
they acquired. Passananpe paid $200 for
a framed 1909 mirror advertisement for
Tech beer. "I will never give this away,"

he said.
The Tech ad was admired by Alan Muir,

13, of Monroeville, who came to the
auction with his father, Jeffery Muir, a
collector of beer cans.

"There is a lot of really old stuff. That
Tech mirror was the best thing I saw
here," Alan Muir said.

Iron City's history is deeply linked to the
city's sports teams and to players ranging
from Honus Wagner to Roberto
Clemente.

For decades, the company produced
dozens of specialty beer cans celebrating
sports championships, individual players
and even listing schedules for the Pitts-
burgh Pirates.

The company has survived Prohibition,
debt, bankruptcy, a merger and the
fierce competition from multinational
brewing conglomerates that have driven
hundreds of regional brewing companies
in the United States out of business.

"We now sell our products in 26 states,
We market to the Pittsburgh Nation,"
said Tim Hickman, Iron City's president.

The Pittsburgh Nation, he said, refers
to about 1,500 Steelers bars across the
country — an outgrowth of the exo-
dus of many of the city's residents dur-
ing the collapse of the steel industry in
the 1970s and '80s.

Genalle Day — Passananpe's daughter
——is convinced Iron City helped her
persuade her husband, New York City
native Rob Day, to settle in Pittsburgh
after the two married two years ago.

"We had IC Light at our wedding," she
said at the auction.

New York, despite its size, has no
hometown beer of significance, Rob
Day said,

"Years ago, there was Rheingold beer
in New York. There are some brew
pubs there now, but nothing this au-
thentic. And IC Light is a good beer,
even if many people say it is not," he
said.

Hickman said on Friday that proceeds
from the sports and Iron City memora-
bilia auction will go to John N. Milne,
a Connecticut resident, who owns
those items. Yesterday, Hickman also
said that a portion of the proceeds
would be donated to the Greater Pitts-
burgh Community Food Bank.

While Liquor Control Board records
list Milne as the brewery's CEQ, Hick-
man said Milne was removed last year
as an officer of the brewery and that
the state was notified.

Milne pleaded guilty this month in
New Haven, Conn., to one federal
count of conspiracy to falsify the finan-
cial books and records of a nationwide
rental company. He agreed to serve a
prison sentence of 24 to 30 months.

Milne agreed to pay $6.25 million to
settle insider trading fraud charges
filed against him by the Securities and
Exchange Comrmission.







